In a terrific little English
television program from long
ago entitledJFO — it became
a “cult” classic over here, and
hundreds of people still attend
conventions devoted to it —
the main character, named

Stryker, gets trapped in a sup-

merged submarine and faces
his imminent death. In his
closing moments — though h
actually gets rescued, would
n't you know — he looks at th
camera and says, “l await th
resurrection of the dead”.
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That little line was notorious
at the time. The fans didn't
like it! Even the sound man
who worked on the editing
tried to drown out Stryker’'s
line with background mu-
sic. Butit's there. And it
stands out, like the most eter

nal and moving signpost, in
what is otherwise just a tight
little episode of classic telev
sion.

“| await the resurrection of
the dead”. What a thing to
say. What a wonderful thing
to say. How hopeful, and
comforting, and strengthen-

ing.

What are we saying when we
say, on Easter Day, “The Lofd
is Ris’n!//He is Ris'n in-
deed”? We are saying that
only a miracle is sufficient to
block and tackle the impasse
of life.

Life is an impasse. We are
blocked, blocked, blocked,
mainly by our own fault. We
are continually slipping back
to old patterns, beating re-

treats to ancient character
failings, and closing up our
hearts after scalding defeats
of love. | would say Hal
David said it just about per-
fectly when he wrote, “I'll
never fall in love again”. He
wrote that song foPromises,
Promisesthe musical versio
of The Apartment.

—

We used to say, “Only a mira-
cle can save us”. We meant
that the human condition is so
defeated that it cannot find
restoration and restitution
from within its own system,
but requires an outside interr
vention of some sort. The
human condition is simply
alcoholism writ large, com-
pletely protective and com-
pletely denying. Everything
(cont. on page 2)

Thank you for your support for the Easter Chickerl&mns for Mar-

tha's Table.God Bless!
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St. Paul wrote and every- | | Consider our own lives as| | Luther’s Preface to the Ro
thing Christ did was in re- | | they play out individu- mans. In short, “I've fallen,
sponse to that insight con4 |ally. We play our passing| |and | can't get up”.
cerning the human impassel parts in theheatrum mundi
which are mostly long-term | Easter, therefore, is not a
This means we are hanging| self-deceptions to tranquil{ | seasonal thing, or the myth
a lot on an event that took| |lize deeper fears. Every sa of an eternal return. Itis

place in history, an event | |often, the fears come the divine Signature on an
that can almost be stud- out. Somethindpappens historic moment, the sacrifi-
ied. St. Paul himself was at which confirms the sus- cial love of Jesus embodied

pains in First Corinthians to | pected truth. Then we just |in his death on Good Fri-
demonstrate the actuality of| collapse, or run away, or | |day. | need this so badly, so
Christ's Resurrection. For| |simply die. Only God can| |crucially.
St. Paul it was not a meta+ | help us. | feel like a man
phor. who's been paralyzed by a || hope you will wish to
snake bite, and has to lie | | celebrate Easter on April
For us Easter ismetaphor | |there with one hope only: | | 12th in the spirit of relief,
anchored irhistory, which | |that someone will come and especially from the
means that it is true in itself| along and find me, and rush “Help! Help!” of quicksand
(i.e., to quote the old ex- me to the hospital. By the| |life on this receding planet.
pression from Ranke — or | | way, the metaphor of hu-
was it Dilthey? — “it actu- | | man paralysis was used Ever your rector, and
ally happened”andit is endlessly by William Tyn- | | friend,

true for us today. dale, the great Translator of
the Bible, who got the Paul
metaphor of paralysis from

Dr. Zahl just had a r- . .
piece published on .
a blog concerning - . 2009
Jerry Lewis and
God.
To view the full . .
article go to :http://
www.mardecortesba
ja.com/blog/ .
_archives/2009/3/11 i
14116202.html
Thank you to all who,  '"#$%&&(
attended our Feast angd )) Y+ - -
Fellowship dinner. A Cy L
special thank to our .0 . $ #
special guest Dr. Paul ./ + 1 .
and Mrs. Mary Zahl -1 A
who shared their ' % 3) 0 ‘
pearls of wisdom on= .
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*e A SORH SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 2009
VOLUNTEERS AT 10:15Mm.
ARE NEEDED FOR A LIST OF VESTRY

CANDIDATES, VISIT OUR

FoR VBS WEBSITE AT

# WWW .ALLSAINTSCHURCH .NET

:

June 29—July 3
MS Missions Week

Serving, helping and
learning about the
homeless together.

July 5-10
HS Mission Trip to
Brooklyn, NY with
Youth workers to serve the
Community in need.
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Visit us at:
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http://ascyoungadults.blogspot.com/

With updates and more details on upcoming events.
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SUNDAY

8:00am RFLECTIVE SERVICE — Rite |
8:30am Infant & Toddler Nurseries Open
9:00am RBMILY FRIENDLY SERVICE — Rite Il
Adult Scripture Class — Library
Book Store Open
10:00am Sunday School for Adults & Children
11:00am TRADITIONAL RITE | SERVICE W/ CHOIR
12:15pm Coffee Hour — Great Hall
5-7:0m Middle & High School Dinner & Fellowshiy

MONDAY
1:30pm Monday Bible Study — Library
TUESDAY

1:00pm Staff Business Meeting — Library
3:00pm Meditation Group — Library

WEDNESDAY

6:30am Men'’s Bible Studg La Madeleine (Old G'town Rd

9:30am Mothers’ Bible Study- Youth Roomw/ childcare
10:00am Wednesday Prayer Group — Library
12:10pm BICHARIST & HEALING PRAYER

THURSDAY

10:00am Bridge Groupll Welcomel— Memorial Hall
6:30pm Treble Choir
7:00pm Adult Choir Rehearsal

SATURDAY

10:00am Women'’s Possibilities of Prayer Group
1st Saturday of each Month — Parlor

THRIFT SHOP

(301) 654-7746
Tuesday thru Friday 10:30am—21:30pm
Saturday 10:30am—12:30pm

Open:

Please make sure you're on our
database — so you receive our
weekly email and important letters
Newcomers®? from our clergy and church leader

==/ Just fill out @ Pew Card and put in t
¥ offering plate or call Elise Carlson i

our church office (301) 654-2488.
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Sun, April 5
Thur., April 9

Palm Sunday

Maundy Thursday Service

7pm Foot Washing, 7:30pm HE
Good Friday Services

7am, 12:05pm, 7:30pm
Ecumenical Station s of the Cross
Around Chevy Chase Circle 1pm
Easter Sunday Services

8am, 9am, and 11am

ASC Annual Meeting 10:15am

Fri., April 10

Sun., April 12

Sun. April 26
Sat. June 21 VBS Set-up
June 22-26 Vacation Bible School
June 29—July 3 (MS Mission week)
July 5-10 (HS Mission Trip)
For more information, contact church office.
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